THE TEMPLES OF SOUTH INDIA         1*7

It is readied by a fine stairway and is really very
picturesque. At Srirangam there is a temple
which is covered with gold plates.

More than any other city Madura is richer in
temples. At one time it was the seat of many
kings and the centre of a very brisk trade. It has
been called the Athens of South India. The
chief place of attraction is the temple of the god-
dess Minakshi; " Its huge towers, its corridors,
its thousand-pillared hall, its wealth of sculpture
all richly justify the fame of the temple." Every
year a festival is celebrated there which lasts for
eleven days. To attend it people come from all
over India. Near the city there are many other
temples of which it is not necessary to give any
description.

Raraeswaram is associated with the name of
Shri Rama, the hero of the Ramayana^ It is said
that "after slaying Rava&a, Shri Rama built a
temple there. This, indeed, is most magnificent,
with courts and towers, This place is w*y sacred
and is visited fey Hindus from all 0wr India.

la the district of Tinrteveily are to be found
isaay siuaaes, which are sacred to Siva and
Vishnu- "ISiese &xa|>tes hare sooietoaes stored
up tfae imagmflrioft of poe*s wbo have
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